The Friends of Guildford House
Registered Charity Number 1032180
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The Committee had hoped that the Friends of Guildford House would have been able to meet again in the
Guildhall for the AGM this autumn, but due to the uncertainty of the safety of group meetings', the
previously delayed 2021 AGM will now take place in October online and by post. Please make sure that you
complete and return the accompanying voting paper by 29th October 2021.
The present Committee members have agreed to stand for re-election to serve until April 2022, but we are
two members short.
Carol Cox has resigned as she has moved to Chichester. We thank her for her contribution to the Friends and
wish her well in her new home.
We are grateful that Gwyneth Craske has agreed to take over the running of the visits programme from
Barbara Logan.
Arthur Savage has agree to act as the External Independent Examiner. His nomination has to be agreed by
the members. (see voting paper)
The future viability of the Friends of Guildford House could be at risk unless we are able to recruit members
to join the committee. Unfortunately no one responded to our appeal last year. New stimulus and vision is
needed to secure the future. Please seriously consider joining the committee, either now or in April. If you
would like more information, do contact the Hon. Sec. on 01483 575535 or willis632@btinternet.com.
During the year, the Committee has met several times on Zoom and recently face to face.
The difficult decision of when to restart the programme of lectures and outings was discussed and it was
agreed that the recommencement would be the AGM on April 27 th 2022 at 2.30pm in the Guildhall.
Arranging gallery visits and outings for groups is limited at the present time unfortunately. However, we
should be able to ensure that from April 2022 a full programme of lectures and visits is arranged. The
programme will be sent out in January.
For those members who paid their subscriptions of £15 for 2020/21 - these will be forwarded to 2022/23.
Other members who wish to reinstate their membership can choose to do so next year.
The conservation of the John Russell portraits has been completed but, unfortunately, the exhibition has
been delayed due to necessary repair work at Guildford House.
Georgian Women, Portraits by John Russell will take place in 2022.
The Friends of Guildford House received a legacy of £1030 in the will of Miss June Cockell. This has
contributed to the £7938 FOGH gave to GBC towards the conservation work needed to the portraits.
We would like to thank Lynn Szygenda, GBC Exhibitions and Audience Development Manager, for her
collaboration with the Committee, which is much appreciated. It had been hoped to celebrate the support of
the Friends in helping to develop the GBC Art Collection as part of our 50 th Anniversary . Hopefully, if the
future schedule allows, we might be able to do this in 2022.
Hilary Leigh and Barbara Logan, Co-Chairmen.

